2007 Merryvale Vineyards Profile Proprietary Red Wine- 94+pts WA

Another big-time winner, the 2007 Profile (60% Cabernet Sauvignon, 15% Merlot, 15% Cabernet Franc, 6% Petit Verdot, and 4% Malbec) may be the finest wine I have ever tasted from Merryvale. It exhibits an opaque purple color along with classic tobacco leaf, black currant, spicy oak, chocolate, licorice, and graphite characteristics, a big, full-bodied mouthfeel, and tremendous depth, persistence, and length. This proprietary red should continue to put on weight, and last for 15-20 or more years. Very impressive! 

2007 Merryvale Vineyards Chardonnay Silhouette- 91pts WA

The most complex white wine is the 2007 Chardonnay Silhouette. It reveals brioche, roasted pear and apple notes intermixed with notions of hazelnuts and white peaches. This big, but elegant, pure Chardonnay possesses a fleshy texture, very good acidity, and a rich, full-bodied finish. Consume it over the next 4-5 years or longer. 


2007 Merryvale Vineyards Merlot- 91pts WA

An impressive sleeper of the vintage, the 2007 Merlot is a blend of 75% Merlot, 17% Cabernet Sauvignon, and 8% Cabernet Franc. Its deep ruby/purple color is followed by a big, sweet kiss of charcoal, black currants, black cherries, coffee, mocha, spice box, licorice, and a hint of cocoa. Pure, dense, medium to full-bodied, lush, and seductive, this stunning Merlot should continue to drink well for 12-15 years. 

2007 Merryvale Vineyards Cabernet Franc- 90pts WA

A perfect example of why more Napa wineries should showcase Cabernet Franc is Merryvale’s 2007 Cabernet Franc. Composed of 78% Cabernet Franc and the rest mostly Cabernet Sauvignon with a touch of Petit Verdot and Merlot, it boasts plenty of blue fruit and floral notes intermixed with spice box and forest floor. This dark ruby/purple-hued, fragrant, medium-bodied Cabernet Franc reveals a terrific texture, a lush mouthfeel, and impressive intensity without a lot of weight or hard tannins. Enjoy this beauty over the next 10-15 years. 


2007 Merryvale Vineyards Cabernet Sauvignon- 90+pts WA

Another winner is the 2007 Cabernet Sauvignon Napa which includes 1% Cabernet Franc. It possesses abundant notes of creme de cassis intermixed with a floral underpinning and subtle oak in the background. Rich and full-bodied with a burning ember/smoky component that adds character to the red and black fruits that dominate the wine, this beauty should drink well for 15+ years. 

2006 Merryvale Vineyards Profile Proprietary Red Wine- 90pts WA

The 2006 Profile (82% Cabernet Sauvignon, 12% Merlot, and the rest Petit Verdot and Cabernet Franc) is a beauty. The sweet, ripe tannins nicely frame this large-scaled, full-bodied wine. Its opaque ruby/purple color is followed by a fragrant bouquet of tobacco leaf, spice box, white chocolate, black currants, and plums. Deep, full-bodied, expansive, and savory, it will be even better after several more years of bottle age, and should easily last for two decades or more. 
2007 Merryvale Pinot Noir Carneros Stanly Ranch Estate- 94pts WS                                Perfumed floral, plum jam and black cherry and berry fruit is supple, elegant, focused and balanced. Long and rich, gaining depth, nuance and complexity. Drink now through 2013. 185 cases made. –JL

2007 Merryvale Chardonnay Napa Valley Silhouette- 93pts WS                               This impressive wine is intense and firm, tight and full bodied, with rich fig, melon, toasted marshmallow and citrus notes that provide a complex range of flavors and compelling depth. Drink now through 2014. 412 cases made. –JL

2006 Merryvale Syrah Napa Valley- 92pts WS                                                          Bold, rich and full-bodied, with grapey, peppery wild berry flavors that are intense, deep and persistent, ending with a touch of nutmeg and chewy tannins. Drink now through 2013. 305 cases made. –JL

2007 Merryvale Chardonnay Carneros- 91 pts WS                                          Deliciously complex, with creamy oak wrapped around ripe pear, melon and green apple. Intense, full-bodied, vibrant and focused, with a long, clean finish. Drink now through 2012. 2,215 cases made. –JL

2007 Merryvale Syrah Napa Valley- 90pts WS                                                          Bold, ripe, meaty and minty, this is rich, fleshy and full-bodied, at points turning subtle and smooth, gaining complexity and nuance on the finish. Drink now through 2015. 316 cases made. –JL
2006 Merryvale Vineyards Profile Proprietary Red Wine- 94pts WE
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KEY:
WA= Robert Parker’s Wine Advocate

WS= Wine Spectator

WE= Wine Enthusiast
